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Will you survive?

See if your beak helps you survive

N\ 7 Natural selection at work

1977 was a very dry year in the Galapagos
Islands. The few flower buds and soft seeds
were eaten quickly, leaving the large, tough
seeds. Only larger finches with deep, strong
beaks that could open the hard seeds were able
to survive and reproduce so, their offspring
tended to be larger and have bigger beaks, too.

Drought year

Natural selection is clearly
Observed after d drought 2 This is how natural selection favours the
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Long period of dry weather.
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Flowers die and small, soft seeds are quickly eaten.
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The only food left is large tough seeds.
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Only finches with big, strong beaks can eat them.
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Many other finches die.
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Caltrop

Vegetarian Small tree Small ground Woodpecker Medium Warbler finch Sharp-beaked Medium tree Large tree Large ground Large cactus Cactus finch
finch finch finch finch ground ground finch finch finch finch finch
finch

Best
survivor

Smaller finches with smaller beaks may not survive argebody ond

on to offspring
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