
For All 
the World to See 
 Visual Culture and the Struggle for Civil rights

See It, learn It, Know It! >> Youth GuIde

Images are all around us.  
We see them in movies, magazines, and even 
on some boxes of breakfast cereal.  

Where else do you see images? 

Images can be used to entertain, sell  
products, and share information. 

Can you think of another way images  
are used? 

African-American photographer and filmmaker 
Gordon Parks believed that images could be 
used to create positive change.

Do you think images are powerful 
enough to create change in the world? 

 YES OR NO 

The stories and objects in this exhibition 
explore how images were used to balance 
and change the unfair treatment of 
African Americans in the United States. 

Use this guide to understand the power 
of images—through photographs, film, 
magazines, advertisements, and other 
forms of media.  

                     Let’s explore!

 The subject matter 
is so much more  

important than  
the photographer.  

—Gordon Parks
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AbOUT NMAAHC
organized by the Center for Art, design and visual 
Culture, university of maryland, baltimore County in 
partnership with the Smithsonian’s national museum of 
African American history and Culture, For All the World 
to See: visual Culture and the Struggle for Civil rights 
will be on view in the nmAAhC gallery at the national 
museum of American history from June 10, 2011 through 
november 27, 2011.

Construction of the nmAAhC is scheduled to begin on 
the national mall in 2012 and completed in 2015. until 
then, we invite you to visit our gallery located on the 
second floor of the national museum of American history. 

Stereotypical

Images

In the years after the American  
Civil War, negative images of African 
Americans were popular. Paintings, postcards, 
and other objects made fun of African 
Americans, showing them as lazy, poorly 
educated, and not as good as other people.

the racial stereotypes in this section 
were created to make people believe that 
whites were superior or better than African 
Americans. they also encouraged racial 
discrimination against African Americans—
that meant they were treated differently for 
not being white. 

Locate the postcard  
pictured to the right.

What kind of image does the  
postcard present? 

 POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE 

What is a stereotype? A stereotype is an idea about a group of people that is untrue. 

Aunt JemImA And unCle moSe SAlt And PePPer ShAkerS, C. 1950s

Why are stereotypes hurtful or unfair? How would your magazine present a  
positive image of kids all over the world?

Positive

Images

Look closely at the 
magazine covers in this 
section. 

Are they different from the images 
in the first section? 

 YES OR NO

to fight against hurtful images and racial 
stereotypes, African Americans presented 
positive images of the black community. 
these truthful images portrayed African-
American success and achievement.

Imagine you owned a magazine all  
about kids! 
What would be the magazine’s title? 

Draw the cover of the magazine  
in the space below. 

PoStCArd, C. 1925

the CrISIS, 1910



Call-to-Action

Images

Images were also used to make the public 
aware of injustice or unfairness in America. 
throughout the struggle for equal rights, 
magazines, television reports, posters, and 
buttons helped to call attention to the 
abuses African Americans suffered. 

Look closely at the  
image below.  
This photograph was taken at a lunch 
counter sit-in. 

What is a sit-in? A sit-in is a form of nonviolent protest. Individuals or groups protest when they 
voice their opinions—in words or actions—about things they don’t agree with.

entertainment programs on television were a 
new opportunity to present positive images 
of African Americans. variety shows like the 
ed Sullivan Show featured blacks and whites 
performing as equals on a national stage. 

Locate and watch The Ed 
Sullivan Show video. 

How did this show help to end racial 
discrimination? 

Conclusion

Photographs, television, film, magazines, and 
other forms of media can be used to create 
positive change. the stories and objects in this 
exhibition explore the important role images 
played in the struggle for equal rights.

Think about the different 
images you see every day.

Are they powerful enough to create 
change in the world? 

 YES OR NO

What would you change about the 
images you see every day? Use the 
space below to write your answer. 

Look at the buttons in this 
section! 

Portable images like buttons, comic 
books, and brochures were used to 
spread messages and gain support. 

What message do you want to 
spread? Design a button for your 
message in the space below. 

during segregation, African Americans could 
not be served in the “whites only” section of 
restaurants.

In the1960s, African-American students 
organized against segregated lunch counters 
throughout the South. 

to protest, students sat in the “whites only” 
section even though they were not served. 
Protests like this one helped to change the 
rules at lunch counters. 

Does it look like the two men have 
been served? 

 YES OR NO 

Visit a real 
lunch counter! 

The Greensboro 
Lunch Counter is 
located directly 
in front of the 
exhibition. 

emmett tIll, ChrIStmAS 1954

Entertainment

Images

In August of 1955, 
fourteen-year-old emmett 
“bobo” louis till was excited 
to spend the rest of his 
summer vacation with his 
cousins and his uncle moses 
“mose” Wright in money, 
mississippi. 

emmett was born in 
Chicago, Illinois. like most 
happy kids, he liked to tell 
jokes, play games, and sing. 
even though he had a slight 
stutter when he spoke, he 

never let that stop him from having a good time. one of his 
cousins said that emmett “was a funny guy all of the time.” 

during his vacation in mississippi, emmett and his 
cousins would go to the local store to get sodas and 
candy. one day, according to the cousins that were there, 
as emmett walked away from the store he whistled at the 
wife of the owner.  

In mississippi in the 1950s, there were some white 
people who believed that African Americans did not 
have the right to vote, to live in certain places, or speak 
to whomever they liked. these people became very mad 
when they heard about emmett whistling at a woman 
outside of the store. A group of white men decided to 
hurt emmett because of their beliefs about how African 
Americans should behave. these men took emmett from 
his uncle’s home, beat him, shot him, and then placed him 
in the river where, three days later, he was found dead.

emmett’s mother, mamie till mobley, was so angry 
and sad about what happened to her son that she said “let 
the world see what I have seen.” emmett’s mother wanted 
to make sure that people everywhere would know about 
the bad things that happened to African Americans. by 
showing the world what happened to her son, mrs. mobley 
encouraged other people to stop discrimination against 
African Americans. mrs. mobley’s statement continues to 
create change and inspired the title of this exhibition.

 If I could tell the story in 
words, I wouldn’t need to 

lug around a camera. 
—Lewis Hine

“
”

bobbIn boyS, mACon, GA, 1909, leWIS hIne

MAKe A ChAnGe!

How would you use a camera 
to make a change?  

like Gordon Parks, lewis hine’s photographs also 
helped to create positive change. From 1908 to 1916, 
he took pictures of children working in dangerous 
factory conditions. Photographs like the one below 
helped in the fight for better child labor laws.

lunCh Counter ProteSt, rAleIGh, nC, 1960

THE STORY Of EMMETT TILL


